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darional emission standards for hazardous air pollutants
{NESHLP) for perchloroethylens {perc) dry cleaning facilities
were promulgated on September 22, 19%3. ALl dry cleabing
facilitias using perc aze required Lo be in compliance with the
NESHAP by September 22, 1996, three years following promulgabicn,
For those dry cleaning facilities that must install emiggicn
control ecuipment, the WESHAF reguires the use of a refrigerated
condenser, or, if installed before pxomulgaclon of the MESHAP, &
ecarbon adoorber may be used instead of a refrigerated condenser.

Rerently the Bgency received a letter from the Meighborhood
~leaners Asscoiacion raising the fquestion of whether Azeckbropic
contrel syscems operating with carbon adsorbers were sonatdered
carkon adscrbers within the meaning of this temm under the
WESHAP. As stated in the December 9, 19391 Pgderal Register
proposal notice, Azeotroplic control systems, by themselvas, are
not eguivalent in smission eontrol perfcrmance to a rafrigerated
copdenser or a carbon adsorber; however, as also stabted in the
proposal notice, combined Azectropic control /fcarbon adsorber
systems are eguivaleut, in texms of smission control performance,
to carton adsorbers. :

While the carbon adscrcber used with an AzZeotropic oonbkrol
system is smaller than a “stand-alone” carbeon adsorher, it is a
carbon adsorber nonetheless and test data confirms that a
combined azeotropic control/carbon adsorber is capable of
achieving the same lewvel of performance in reducing eimissions of
perc as a stand-alone carbon adscrber. Conzequently, combined
azanrroplc control/carbon adsorbsrs ars considered carbom
adsorbers and rhey are subject to the same requirements and
restrictions as stand-alone carbeon adscrbers under the WeSHAR.
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hs with =tand-alone carbon adsorhbezs, combined
azectropic/carbon adsorbers can only be used to comply with the
carbon adscrber provisions of the NESHRP if the carbon adsorber
portion of the combined zzeotropic controlfearbom adsorber system
was installed pricr to promulgation of the HESHAF. In addition,
the sysrem must be tested weekly Lo ensure that it is oparating
properly. As with stand-azlone garbon adsorbers, combined
azeotropic comtrol/carbon adsorber systems are considered bo be
nperating pyoperly under the NESHAP, if the exhaust vent gages
from the carbon adsorber portion of the combined system contains
less than 100 parts per million of perc.

If you need further clarification om rthis matter. please
contact Gecrge Emith at [(91%8) 541-1543 or Fred Forter ab
(213] &541-R251L.
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Region VI

Director, Air and Toxics bvision,
Regicons VII, VIII, IX, and X

cc:  Jon aAverbaclk, 2344
Doug Bell, MD-13
Joyee Chandler, 22244
Fred Dimmicl, #MD-13
Jack BEdwardson, MD-13
Mimi Guernica, 22243
Tllictt Gilberg, 22244
Bruce Jordan, MO=-13
Fred Porter, MD-12
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